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Greetings and best wishes to all Kam Lake constituents
for 2011. As we all welcome in a new year, we can also
welcome new opportunities to make positive changes and
make a difference. With only eight months left in the four
year term of this 16th Legislative Assembly, | will be doing
my part to move several items forward.

As Chair of the Standing Committee on Economic
Development and Infrastructure, | will be travelling
throughout the territory to get public input on the draft
NWT Wildlife Act, which has been 13 years in the making.
The revised NWT Dog Act will be going to public hearings
early in the year as well. | will be doing my best to ensure
that both of these Acts are ratified during the life of this
Assembly, as changes are long overdue.

The issue of supplementary health benefits is still a work
in progress. Co-payments were rescinded, but a final plan
remains to be seen. | will be following this issue closely,
along with the ongoing construction of the Deh Cho Bridge.

There will be three more sittings before September 2, which
is the last day of the 16th Legislative Assembly. The first
of those is the annual Budget Session, which is slated to
begin on February 2. The other two sessions will be in May
and August.

My office is always open to anyone who has an issue
or concern. And I'm always interested in hearing new
ideas and suggestions from constituents. Feel free
to contact me directly at 669-2296 or via email at

david_ramsay@gov.nt.ca.
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Contact Dave ... \

David Ramsay, MLA Kam Lake
PO Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9
Office:  669-2296

Cell: 446-0177
Fax: 873-0154
Email:  david_ramsay@gov.nt.ca

Constituency Assistant:

Lynda Comerford

Tel: 669-2295

Email:  lynda_comerford@gov.nt.ca

K www.daveramsay.ca j




Looking for a GNWT Phone Number?

Whether you are looking for a specific person or a
government department, call the GNWT switchboard at
873-7500 for assistance.

Residential Tenancies Act

Amendments to the Residential Tenancies Act came into
effect on September 1, 2010. If you'd like a copy of the new
Handbook for Landlords and Tenants, forms, fact sheets or
more detailed information on the changes, go to the NWT
Rental Office website at www.nwtrentaloffice.nt.ca or visit
the office, which is located on the 3rd Floor of YK Centre
East (above the new clinic). The phone number is 920-8047.

Highway/Ferry Information

Before you head out on your trip, check the road, ferry and/
or ice bridge conditions by calling 1-800-661-0750, or visit
the Department of Transportation’s website at
www.dot.gov.nt.ca.

Birth, Marriage or Death Certificates
For any of these official documents, call 1-800-661-0830.

Legislative Assembly Tours

Winter hours for guided tours are Monday to Friday at 10:30
am. The tours are about 45 minutes long. Self-guided audio
tours are available anytime during regular building hours,
and are available in the official languages of the NWT, as
well as in Japanese. To book tours for large groups or for
more information, call 669-2230.

Student Financial Assistance

If you need some help or clarification on anything to do with
Student Financial Assistance, call the 24 hour Info Line at
873-7190 or toll free at 1-800-661-0793.

E-Petitions

The Legislative Assembly website now has a section for
e-petitions, which allows people to sign petitions online. The
e-petitions can be used in addition to conventional paper
petitions, making it easier for people to circulate and sign a
petition. People are asked to provide their name and address
if they wish to support a petition, and can see who else has
signed. The person who initiated the petition must ensure
that names on a paper petition are not duplicated on an

e-petition, and vice versa. Visit www.assembly.gov.nt.ca.




Keeping in Touch

Excerpt ...

Member’s Statement

Proposed Realignment of Highway
No.4 (Ingraham Trail)

“... The Department of Transportation came up with three
corridor options and shopped them around to the public. That
was back in 2007. A newspaper article notes an official saying
the work is scheduled to begin next summer. That would have
been the summer of 2008, two years ago.

Public comments on the corridors are noted on the DOT
website. | believe the department was keen on doing more
public consultation, but we haven't seen or heard anything.
It's been exactly three years this month. I'm sure the folks
working on the Giant Mine remediation project would like
to see some movement on this and so would the people of
Yellowknife.

The three realignment options naturally have their pros and
cons. One corridor bypasses most of the mine infrastructure
and would cost the most; another attempts to use the best
ground possible along the current infrastructure, costing less
than the previous option; and the third plan makes minimal
changes to the road and so costs the least, but requires
existing buildings to be removed; notably buildings belonging
to the NWT Mining Heritage Society.

Whichever option is selected, it will be incumbent upon the
department to select a route that will be the safest and best fit
for the Giant Mine remediation process, as well as beneficial
for the city of Yellowknife. Much like the city of Yellowknife
bypass road, the right route could open up access to new land
for development for the city of Yellowknife. This could benefit
our residents, our businesses and our tourism industry.

| would hope that the Department of Transportation is actively
working this file, but since three years have lapsed, | have to
wonder what is exactly happening.

While the cost should be a factor, we must also consider that
the federal government will be paying the majority of the cost
of this road realignment ..."

Esther Braden, Joy Watt and Theresa Crane enjoy refreshments at the break
during the Elders Parliament.

Acting Kam Lake MLA, Esther Braden, gives her Member's Statement during
the first ever Elders Parliament at the Legislative Assembly last May.

Excerpt ...

Member’s Statement

Delivery of Services at Stanton
Territorial Hospital

“... My colleague from Great Slave spoke yesterday about the
relocation of the medical travel offices out of Stanton; only a
small 8.5 by 11 sign posted on the door, no more face-to-face
interaction, no transition plan, no communication plan, and it
lacks any cultural sensitivity whatsoever.

This is completely inexcusable. How exactly are emergency
medical travel situations going to be dealt with? To make
matters worse, these offices were replaced by administrative
offices; this, Mr. Speaker, in the most prime patient care real
estate in that hospital.

Mr. Speaker, two years ago there was close to $30 million in
the capital plan earmarked for Stanton Territorial Hospital. That
money disappeared last year from the capital plan and | hold
the Minister responsible for that money not staying in the plan.
Far too many decisions are being made on that facility in the
absence of any long-term vision or plan for the hospital.

Over the past three years this government has paid off accrued
deficits at that hospital in the magnitude of $18 million. Eighteen
months ago the Minister came to committee with a plan to fight
the deficit. Mr. Speaker, to my knowledge, the deficit continues
to bloom out of control at that hospital as well as at other
health authorities across the Territory. We need a remedy. Is the
diagnosis chronic underfunding, loose billing practices, unfunded
positions, poor management, or a combination of all of those?
The bottom line is we need to find a way forward at Stanton.

... I've been informed that management at the department and
at Stanton are now planning to start charging people to use
televisions in their hospital rooms, and also the department and
hospital are looking at implementing a pay parking system at
Stanton Territorial Hospital ..."



Tracking the Issues

Dave's Member's
Statements in the House

There have been two Sittings of the Legislative Assembly since
our last newsletter. Each day when a Session is on, every MLA
has an opportunity to make a statement on any topic they
choose. Here are the issues that Dave brought up during the last
two Sessions. You can‘read all the statements on his website at
www.daveramsay.ca.

May 11 — May 20, 2010

e Proposed Changes to Supplementary Health Benefits Program
e Response to the Finance Minister's Fiscal and Economic Update
¢ Proposed Changes to Supplementary Health Benefits Program
e Nurses' Week — May 10-16, 2010

e Impending Closure of the Edmonton City Centre Airport

o (Cost of International Calling Cards in the NWT

e Proposed Changes to Supplementary Health Benefits Policy
e Deh Cho Bridge Project

October 14 — November 4, 2010

e Proposed Changes to Supplementary Health Benefits

o Delivery of Services at Stanton Territorial Hospital

e Deh Cho Bridge Project

e Draft Devolution Agreement-In-Principle

e Community Opportunities and Involvement Agreement
e International Stuttering Awareness Day

e Rising Health Care Costs and Health Authority Deficits
e Closure of Edmonton Municipal Airport

e Rising Health Care Costs and Health Authority Deficits
e Transfer of Responsibility for Social Housing Policy

o Proposed Changes to Supplementary Health Benefits Policy
e Respite Care Program Funding Reductions

e Proposed Realignment of Highway No. 4

e Respite Care Program Funding Reductions

e Proposed Increase to Territorial Borrowing Limit

Service with a smile — Dave is busy serving lunches during the Yellowknife
MLA sponsored Lunch with the Bunch at the Baker Centre last May.
Photo: Merlyn Williams

Mildred Hall Grade 8 student, Sarah Sibbeston, worked as a Page during the
October 2010 Session. She thought the uniforms were awesome and did a
great job as a first time Page.

Excerpt ...

Member’s Statement

Rising Health Care Costs and Health
Authority Deficits

“... Mr. Speaker, | know full well that Stanton provides service
and backup to other authorities. It only stands to reason that
the deficit there would be the largest. Mr. Speaker, since 2007,
we have approved appropriations in this House earmarked for
the deficit at Stanton to the tune of $18 million. The deficit at
Stanton for ‘09-10 alone is $7 million. Mr. Speaker, at the end of
this current fiscal year, in March of 2011, this deficit is proposed
to come in near a number that | hope to get out of the Minister
later in today's proceedings.

Mr. Speaker, | understand and appreciate the challenges that the
department and the Minister have, but my belief is that if we do
not fix the system, the ongoing red ink is just not going to be
sustainable, and it will ultimately force future governments into
cutting valuable programs and services to the public. We will
undoubtedly jeopardize our ability to look after the public if we
do not take action now.

Since 2003 nothing has changed and no one seems to be
listening. I'm not pointing my finger, Mr. Speaker, at Stanton
alone; I'm pointing my finger at the Minister, who has failed in
her three years at the helm to do anything about it.

Mr. Speaker, given what is at stake, the very wellbeing of
the health of the public and residents here in the Northwest
Territories, we need to ensure that we fund health authorities
appropriately.

We have to have a system in place that will best allow us
to manage increasing health care costs. Mr. Speaker, we
must collect on outstanding debts. Accounts receivable cannot
continue to be a foreign concept to the Minister, the department
and this government.”



